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YC4PV Manifesto: Youths call for a 
better vaccinated Europe  

 
• Only 65% of young people aged between 20-30 years old in Europe 

believe that the benefits of vaccines outweigh the risks 1 
 

• 83% believe the EU should monitor and ensure Member States have equal 
levels of vaccination coverage 
 

• Europe is the most sceptic region in the world with regards to safety and 
effectiveness of vaccines 2 

 
Recent years have seen an increase of scepticism towards vaccination in the 
European Union, despite fundamental evidence promoting its importance in order to 
ensure public health safety. A coalition of young health professionals is launching 
today a Manifesto in support of a better vaccinated Europe for all citizens.  
 
Vaccine hesitancy affects the younger generation  
 
A research from ThinkYoung, supported by MSD, interviewed 511 participants 
between the ages of 20-30 years old to investigate European youth views on 
vaccination. Of all the respondents, 85.5% agree with the statement that vaccines 
are important for health, citing self-protection (26%), disease protection (15%) and 
following healthcare advice (14%) as the most influential reasons to get vaccinated.  
 
Despite this however, public trust is still on the decline when it comes to getting 
vaccinated. Fear of side effects was deemed as the biggest reason to avoid 
vaccines (16%), whilst a distrust in pharmaceutical companies (15%) and a 
preference for alternative medicine (11%) were also voted as top concerns.  
 
Opinions on the role of the European Union on vaccination policies were also gathered 
in the survey, pointing towards more accountability for the EU institutions to 

 
1 ThinkYoung (2017). Youth Vaccine Perception 
2 Gallup. (2019). Wellcome Global Monitor: How does the world feel about science and health? 



 

monitor and promote the importance of vaccinations. Indeed, 83% believe the EU 
should monitor and ensure Member States have equal levels of vaccination coverage.  
 
Driving the change for a healthier Europe  
 
Following this study, the Young Coalition for Prevention and Vaccination (YC4PV) 
was created in 2019, which includes over 30 young health professionals from 15 
different countries.  Over the past year, they shared their views, knowledge and 
opinions on the importance of prevention and vaccination through their involvement in 
multiple interactive seminars. 
 
On Tuesday January 21st, the YC4PV Manifesto containing 10 recommendations 
for actions in the field of immunisation will be launched at the European Parliament 
in Brussels with the support of MEP Brando Benifei (S&D), in presence of over 40 
policymakers including members of the European Parliament, the European 
Commission, and representatives from diverse professional and civil society 
organisations connected to the health sector.  
 
As a collective, they created three calls to action: 
 

1. Promote Education for Prevention and Vaccination Awareness by 
enhancing education to young people, starting from primary school.  
Additionally, stimulating interprofessional collaboration between healthcare 
professionals and the scientific community will encourage engagement to civil 
society and promote accessible educational material on the value of 
vaccination.  
 

2. Foster the Life Course Approach to Vaccination by encouraging the EU to 
improve the use of existing national platforms, which provide up- to-date and 
personalised reminders to citizens and healthcare professionals to facilitate the 
responsiveness towards timely vaccination. Regular appointments with 
patients throughout all stages of life – from childhood to old age, as well as 
opportunities for citizens to receive vaccination beyond traditional healthcare 
settings (such as universities, pharmacies, workplaces and travel sites) is also 
advised.  

 
3. Accelerate Digitalisation to Improve Prevention and Vaccination by urging 

the creation of an EU platform, including access to reliable information on 
vaccine safety and vaccine-preventable diseases from existing scientific 
literature. Improving trust is also fundamental, therefore, the Coalition calls for 
exploring the possibility of a 'verified account' system on social media to certify 
reliable information on vaccination and other public health related issues with a 
trust mark-based visual system.  

 
“Young people are key actors in the public debate about vaccines, with their family, 
their children, their friends, and more recently on social media. They have important 
decisions to make for their health, and most importantly, they listen to one another 
when it comes to these decisions. With this Manifesto, new generations are taking a 



 

proactive stance on a significant issue and aim to have a concrete impact on the 
society as a whole”, notes Andrea Gerosa, Founder of ThinkYoung.  
 
“Vaccine-preventable diseases remain a major issue in Europe: we have seen 
measles outbreaks in several countries; influenza continues to put pressure on 
hospital systems; meningitis continues to cause avoidable death and disability. We 
need further action to educate EU citizens to the importance of vaccination since their 
young age. Therefore, seeing youths adding their voices to the healthcare 
conversation is a great sign of engagement”, concludes MEP Brando Benifei.  
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About ThinkYoung  
 
ThinkYoung is the first think tank that focuses on young people. It was founded in 2007 
and has expanded to have offices in Brussels, Geneva, Madrid, Nairobi and Hong 
Kong. It is a not-for-profit organisation, with the aim of making the world a better place 
for young people, by involving them in decision-making processes and by providing 
decision-makers with high quality research on youth’s conditions. 


